
Whitehaven Methodist Circuit Open Meeting 
 
Questions: 
 

1) What is the reaction of your Circuit open meeting to the idea/principle of 
Mission Communities? 

 
13 generally agreed with the concept – similarities to Methodist Circuits.  
Methodists have always affirmed lay ministry so lay people leading 
congregations is not problematic in theory.  We have some experience of this in 
practice. 
 
3 ambivalent - one-size fits all approach may not work.  Better to work from 
ground up? 
 
From where is the lay leadership going to come? 
 
Interim arrangements in moving from Circuit to Mission Community may be 
overburdensome.   Unsure about slow transition.   
 
Expect movement of Local Preachers and others across Mission Communities 
boundaries.  
 
 

2) What is the reaction of your Circuit open meeting to the details of the 
proposals now on the table as the starting point for discussion? 
 

Natural community networks (where people shop, receive health-care etc.) 
should be used as the basis for Mission Communities. 
 
Some concerns about the sizes of South Copeland and Mid Copeland – too 
big. 
 
Should the southern part of South Copeland be linked to Millom? 
 
Should Mid Copeland be split into a Mission Community based around the 
current Egremont & District Churches Together grouping and another related to 
Cleator Moor and the surrounding villages? 
 
Recognise that sustainability issues might prevent the formation of smaller 
Mission Communities. 
 
Some concern that churches which already have a tradition of working together 
should not be pushed into separate Mission Communities. 



St. Bees, Beckermet & Thornhill have traditionally been linked to Churches 
Together in Egremont & District. 
 
St. Bees – more natural group is with Mid Copeland e.g. children more often go 
to Egremont than Whitehaven for Secondary education. 
 
Do not think that Whitehaven should be split in two.  Goes against some of the 
principles behind Mission Communities (diversity, acceptance of differences).  
 
If Whitehaven is to be split, Hensingham & Moresby Parks should be linked 
with Whitehaven town centre. 
 
Other Methodist churches not mentioned above fit appropriately into where 
they have been placed: i.e. Gosforth & Seascale in South Copeland; Cleator 
Moor, Egremont & Frizington in Mid Copeland (together with the 
Methodist/Anglican L.E.P. at Lamplugh/Ennerdale/Kirkland).  
  
Would not mind if there was not Methodist involvement in every Mission 
Community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


